
Overcoming 
Disappointments

August Sermon Series



Misplaced Expectations
Lesson Three



Scripture Lesson: 
Ezra 3:1, 3, 6-7, 10-13 



And when the seventh month had come, and the 
children of Israel were in the cities, the people 
gathered as one man to Jerusalem. Though fear had 
come upon them because of the people of those 
countries, they set the altar on its bases; and they 
offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both the 
morning and evening burnt offerings.



From the first day of the seventh month they began 
to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, although the 
foundation of the temple of the LORD had not been 
laid. 7 They also gave money to the masons and the 
carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of 
Sidon and Tyre to bring cedar logs from Lebanon to 
the sea, to Joppa, according to the permission which 
they had from Cyrus king of Persia. 



Joppa, according to the permission which they had 
from Cyrus king of Persia. 10 When the builders laid 
the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests 
stood in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, 
according to the ordinance of David king of Israel. 
11 And they sang responsively, praising and giving 
thanks to the LORD:



“For He is good, For His mercy endures forever toward 
Israel.” Then all the people shouted with a great shout, 
when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of 
the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the 
priests and Levites and heads of the 
fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first 
temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of 
this temple was laid before their eyes. 



Yet many shouted aloud for joy, 3 so that the 
people could not discern the noise of the 
shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of 
the people, for the people shouted with a 
loud shout, and the sound was heard afar off.



Haggai 2:3, ‘Who is left among you 
who saw this temple in its former 

glory? And how do you see it now? 



“Comparison is the thief of 
joy.” 

Theodore Roosevelt



Misplaced Expectations
Lesson Three



“Our real blessings often appear to 
us in the shape of pains, losses 

and disappointments.” 



I. Reconstruct the Altar 



Galatians 6:14, But far be it from me to boast, 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world. 



“All your blessings were 
purchased for you at the cost 

of the death of the Son of 
God.”



II. Relay the Foundation 



“The smallest act of obedience is 
better than the greatest intention.”



III. Resolved to Praise the 
Lord



“Happy moments, praise God. 
Difficult, moments seek God. Quiet 

moments, worship God. Painful 
moments, trust God. Every moment, 

thank God.” 



Proverbs 13:12, “Hope deferred 
makes the heart sick, but a desire 

fulfilled is a tree of life.” 



Misplaced expectations can do a lot of 
damage to the person placing the 

expectation and the person whom the 
expectation has been placed on. 



"Whatever is good and perfect comes 
down to us from God our Father who 
created all the lights in the heavens. 
He never changes or casts a shifting 

shadow." 
James 1:17, NLT



It is better to trust in the Lord than 
to put confidence in man.

Psalm 118:8



Misplaced expectations can 
ruin relationships. 



“Some people create their own 
storms, and then are disappointed 

when it rains.”



My soul, wait silently for God 
alone, for my expectation is from 

Him.
Psalm 62:5



1. Pray Upon Everything as You 
Develop Expectations for 

Anything.



2. Your Expectations of Others 
Must Pass the Same Spiritual 

Tests as Expectations for 
Yourself.



3. You will not be disappointed 
when you place your expectations 

for the right things. 



WARNING: Be careful not 
to appoint and qualify people for 

positions in your life that GOD did not 
mean for them to have.



Trust is earned and qualified through 
the character of a person not their 

personality.
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